
 

Calving Fact Sheet 

Calving will shortly be in full swing on farms. Calving, especially difficult cases, can be very 
stressful events for both man and beast! 

The first important thing is to have supplies ready in advance of calving 

 Gloves, gel, calving ropes, iodine, infra-red lamp and bulb, stomach tube, feeding 
bottles, colostrum and a functioning calving jack 

 Check that the calving gate is in full repair 

 The calving pens should be cleaned and disinfected in advance of calving 

 Straw, straw and more straw 

 

Monitoring cows close up to calving 

As cows approach their due date their udders spring up and the pin bones begin to soften. 
Farmers will be well aware of the need to monitor cows close to calving to move them to the 
calving pens on time, in case cows need assistance, to ensure calves get enough colostrum. 
The challenge arises with part time farmers and availability of someone on site to observe 
cows. In these cases, there are a number of solutions such as calving cameras and/or MooCall 
sensors. 

When cows start calving 

Calving can be divided into 3 stages. Stage 1 is from when the cows gets sick to calve up to 
the point she puts out the waterbag. Stage 2 is from the waterbag until the calf is born. Stage 
3 is the explusion of the placenta. 

Some key points/tips! 

Cows should not be moved during stage 1. This upsets them, delays calving and makes them 
more likely to require assistance to calf. If you notice a cow sick on the slats, wait for the 
waterbag then move her. 



If you observed a cow on a calving camera most take up to an hour to calf naturally. 
Sometimes there is too much panic around calving. As long as the cow is making progress 
leave her alone. 

If the cow is not making progress then she should be examined to see if there is an issue. This 
procedure should include some attention to detail and basic hygienic principles 

 Clean the cow’s perineum and insert a clean gloved hand when examining cows. Do 
not introduce infection 

 Check the presentation – is there a head and two legs? Is the calf coming backwards? 
Is there a leg/head back? Is the calf too big? 

 If you can correct any malpresentation then the next question is whether you can 
bring the calf with traction? 

Assisting cows to calf 

It is important to decide if the calf can be born naturally in advance of putting on the calving 
jack. When you get stuck halfway out it is too late! A general rule we follow is that if you can 
move the forelegs a little bit by hand then the rear end of the calf should be deliverable with 
assistance of the jack. If you have to “jack” the front legs out then you are at risk of getting 
stuck at the hips. 

Use the jack to assist the cow rather than to force the calf out. Give the cow and calf time to 
rest between contractions. The calf cannot breathe whilst in full traction – this is important 
to remember. Downward levering of the jack is inadvisable before the ribs are fully out as 
fractured ribs are a possibility. Once the hips engage the pelvis the trajectory of the pull 
should be downward to mimic a normal birth. 

Once the calf is born place in the recovery position (see below) and stimulate breathing by 
gentle compression of the ribs, rubbing of the calf with straw, pouring cold water into its ears 
and clearing its airways. 

 

Check for injuries to the calf and the cow at this stage. Always check for another calf. 

Remember the calf born requires 3L of colostrum within the first 12 hours of life for maximum 
survival rates. 

If you are unsure whether you can bring the calf successfully call us. 

                          
           


